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My recent Mottainai ranking No.1 is the bad habit of
buying plastic umbrellas too often, using it'only once or
twice before disposing. Isn't it too big to be disposal?
Maybe okay to buy if you were caught in a sudden
shower, but not good if you don't take an umbrella with
you thinking that you can always buy one outside.

Plastic umbrellas are unique to Japan. A friend from
the US (..the kingdom of mass consumption) was
shocked to see the amount of abandoned umbrellas after
a shortrain. Japan originally has the spirit of "Mottainai”,
or in other words respect to "things". We seem to be
temporarily forgetting this important culture, but the
young generation is starting to revive.
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How About Offseiting
Your Business Trip?
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Airplanes discharge "a large “:amount of CO2 (e.q.
1091.09kg for a flight between Tokyo.and London),
although it isn't known in Japan. :

In UK, offsetting of business trips'is a spreading move-
ment, and there are airlines that include carbon offset-
tinag costs within ticket prices. We ran learn fram: thisc
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We had a chance to give a lecture at Rikkyo Univer-
sity Graduate School about corporate environmental
efforts of Japan and the EU. The class lead by Profes-
sor Natsuko Hagiwara usually studies 15026000, a
new international standard for Social Responsibili-
ties. Students commented “Companies should
consider environment outside CSR obligations" or
"small to medium scaled companies should start
thinking of the environment". Prof. Hagiwara
wrapped up by talking about the history of environ-
ment and gender. '
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Our seminar program "Ennvironmental Issues and
Social Expectations for Business" was introduced at
Kokuryudo. We provided reasons for business to
tackle environmental issues using cases of Europe
and the US. Board members including Miyazaki CEOQ
himself participated. Kokuryudo has been acting for
the environment by energy reduction projects and
individual efforts. One commented that "it was a
startling idea” as an introduction to their restructur-
ing of CSR.
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2008 is the International Year of Sani-
tation. Oji Nepia Co., itd. Is launching
the "Nepia 1000 Toilets Project" as a
supplier of sanitary goods.

The company will be building toilets
for 1000 families and 15 schools (partly
restoration) at East Timor. You are able
BOFTED—ET.IZETDEFTsE—IVIC to contribute to this

movement by
buying a Nepia product during this
campaign (July 1 - October 31).




